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What is the ISA?

• External measure to monitor student performance

• Based on the internationally endorsed frameworks of 
the OECD’s Program for International Student 
Assessment (PISA )

• Provides data on what students know and can do



Key areas assessed:

• Mathematical Literacy

• Reading

• Writing A (Narrative)

• Writing B (Expository)



Who uses the ISA?

• International schools and schools with an international 
focus, whose language of instruction is English

• Available for students in Grade 3-10

• ZIS collects data for students in Grade 3, 5 ,7 and 10

• 90,000 students in 400 schools world -wide



PISA

• ISA results for Grade 10 can be compared against 
OECD’s Program for International Student 
Assessment

• PISA assessments are conducted every 3 years



Designed for:

• Students from diverse cultural backgrounds

• Schools with a variety of curricula

• Assessing processes and skills



Why use ISA?

• Assessment of core skills in math, reading, writing

• Includes writing tasks and open -ended questions to 
illuminate students’ thinking processes

• Provides diagnostic information at the class or 
individual level  

• Enables performance to be related to international 
benchmarks using standardized scoring to monitor 
and improve educational programmes .



What are scale scores?

• ISA scale score is not the same as a raw score

• A scale is constructed so that the raw score results 
can be standardized based on OECD’s PISA

• Scale scores compare all students’ results within the 
same domain. 

• Provides quantitative evidence of variations of 
cohorts of students and individuals over time



3 ZIS Region All

MATH 349 293 306

READING 320 290 304

WRITING  A 372 357 364

WRITING  B 461 416 415

Results



5 ZIS Region All

MATH 460 425 434

READING 458 374 384

WRITING A 475 443 448

WRITING B 543 479 482

Results



7 ZIS Region All

MATH 541 503 501

READING 527 482 480

WRITING A 544 511 507

WRITING B 574 532 530

Results



10 ZIS Region All

MATH 632 608 616

READING 607 571 568

WRITING A 637 602 597

WRITING B 644 630 612

Results



What is in the reports?
A summary of results  about their performance across all four domain areas 
(Math, Reading, W riting  A and B). 

The report  show s your child’s  performance on the ISA achievement scale

• The inner shaded band show s the middle 50% of s tudents  at  this  
Grade level. 

• The outer shaded band show s the the middle 90% of s tudents  at  this  
Grade level. 



How do I read the results?

Your child’s 
achievement

ISA SCALE



Individual student information

A mailed summary of your child’s  results  and a short  
information sheet .

Further information can be found on w ebsites  of PISA 
(w w w .pisa.oecd.org) and ACER (w w w .acer.edu.au).

Helpful information about your child’s  progress against  
credible, objective international s tandards. 

If you have any questions about the ISA or results , p lease 
feel free to contact  your child’s  teacher.
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